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August 23, 1999 

F. Andrew Turley, Esq. 
Federal Election Commission 
999 E Street NW 
Washington, DC 20463 

Dear Mr. Turley: 
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i i  I enclose a complaint against Respondent Suburban O'Mare Commission. Although the .- 

Respondent in this complaint is the same as the Respondent in MUR 4896, the enclosed complaint 
cites a completely different transaction and occurrence with respect to possible violations of 
Federal Election Law. _i -.-. 
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Brent M. Christensen 



BEFORE THE PEDEWhhE ELECTION COMMISSION 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

BRENT CHRISTENSEN, 1 
1 

Complainant, 1 
1 

vs. 1 
1 

SUBURBAN O’HAFE COMMISSION ] 
117 E. Green St. 1 
Bensenville, IL 60106, 1 

1 
Respondent. 1 

COMPLAINT 

Now comes Brent Christensen and complaining of Suburban O’Hare Commission alleges 

as follows: 

I .  Suburban O’Hare Commission (“SOC”) is a consortium of approximately 15 Illinois 

municipal corporations. 

2. SOC describes itself as “a joint and cooperative effort to represent the interests of 

citizens afected by O’Hare International Airport.” 

3. SOC claims to be a public body duly constituted under the Illinois Intergovernmental 

Cooperation Act and the laws of the State of Illinois. It is not registered as a political committee 

under Illinois or Federal law. 

4. SOC is publicly hnded by quarterly “assessments” levied upon its member 

municipalities and grants from the State of Illinois. 

5 .  On or about October 30,1998 SQC by its officers and agents caused to be printed and 

distributed a publication entitled “SOC News.” A copy of this publication is attached hereto and 

made a part hereof 



6. “SOC News” as alleged above was created and distributed by SQC using public funds. 
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7. “SOC News” as alleged above was distributed by mail to numerous registered voters 

residing in Illinois’ 6’ Congressional District shortly before the 1998 generd election 

8.  “SOC News” as herein alleged, when read in its totality and drawing all reasonable 

inferences, expressly advocated for the election of several candidates including Henry Hyde who 

stood for election for Illinois’ 6’ Congressional District in the 1998 general election 

9. “SOC News” as herein alleged contained express advocacy: 

A. By alleging there were specific problems caused by O’Hare International 

Airport for voters in SOC communities, identifying specific solutions for those problems, and 

then identifjring Hyde as the candidate who supported such solutions without identifying his 

opponent; and 

B. M e r  identifying “Congressman Hyde” “[als a tenacious and aggressive fighter 

on our behalf on the issues of O’Hare expansion” claiming, “[ilt is essential that we have a strong 

and knowledgeable advocate on this issue as our Congressman.” 

WHEREFORE, Complainant respecthlly requests that the FEC conduct an 

investigation into this complaint and take any and all fhrther action deemed necessary, equitable 

and just 

/ 
Brent Christensen 
Two Mid America Plaza 
Suite 800 
Oakbrook Terrace, L 601 8 I 

SIGNED AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME THIS 23m DAY OF AUGUST, 1999 



... /: . .  

: 
I , i  

- .  . .  . .  
> . .. 

TUESDAY - NOVEMBER 3 
KEY VQTE ON NEW O'HARE RUNWAYS, 

Q'HAR@ EXE'AN§IOK 

On Tuesday Kovernber 3, voters in Suburban O"are Commission (SOC) communities have a critica! 
opponmnity :o decide the future cf o x  commnities and the related issue of c'hre expansion -- including 
the explosive issue of new runways and major MLC expfursion be O'Nare and the increased noise, imic ah 
pollution and safety conc:ems that will result from such expansion. 

On November 3. we will elect a new Governor, a new Unitcd States Senator. a Congrcssrnan. and numerous 
o*er stae and local officials. The new Governor. &e new United States Senaiot, and our Congress- 
will he key players i n  the decisions as to D'Hare cspansion - including the new runways and O ' H m  air 
trsific growth being pushed by Chicago. 

Their decisions as 10 O'Harc expnnsion -and rhc related problems of noisa, toxic air pollution and safety 
problem associated with O'Hare uaffic -will have a dramatic effect on quality of life in OUT 
comniurrities. me value of our residential propwty, and the health of our children and families. \ o u r  Fotv 
on \ovember 3 For candidates for these offices \\ill uccicls ~ O I I I '  iurure.. 

\!'ho is SOC? 

. 

7?lc Suburban O'Hare Commission is a consortium of the local poverrmcnts i n  your comnunities 
organized IO prorccr your qualiry of life and health in 
Flirusan and does not endorse any particuiar candidate. Bur be believe it IS critical that you know the 
posijons of LFle major ~:mdidaus on lhese issues and equally imponant that you vats on November 3. 

What's the Problem? 

face of attemprr to expand O'Hare. SOC is non. 

Nokc. At 900,000 flinhts pet year Q'Hare is busting at h e  seams. Right now rem of thousands of homes 
in our communities suffer unacceptable levels of noise as thousands of pianes from B'Hare operation3 roar 
over their homes day imd night. 

Toxic Air Pollulioii. Nobe isn'r the only problem. By concentrating rhousaads of aircraft operations 21 
O'Hare every day. thei toxic emissions from all those aircraft create a cloud of toxic air pollution chat Wfte 
inLo many of our residential neighborhoods. These totoxic pollutants - which our ne:igbbors often call "tha~ ' 
kerosene sinel!"- is amally ma& up of highly hazardous chemicals such as Bemene. Formaldehyde, and 

SUEiUELBAN O'HAXE COMMPSSXON 
Addison Benrtnvl!le * Dcs Plhines Pu Pa$e Count). Elk Gnvc  Elk Gmv~ T o W j p  

Eimhuar * Hawcod Heights * lra~ca * Lisk b Muns 'Township * Park Ridge 9 Rorcl;e * Schiilei Park. Woud Ddc 
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a host of so-called PAHs (Polynuclear Aromatic Hydrocarbons). Thcsc chc 
cancer and other serious hedth problems for adults and especially for children and the elderly. 

Safety Hazards. In addition IO noise and toxic air pollution, continuing to stuff more and more p l a n s  into 
O'Hxe is an invitation to n safety disaster - both for airline passcngcrs and the residsnts of our 
communities who live under the flight paths. O'Hare was designed ovef 40 y w s  ago for a much lower 
level of operations. The only way Chcago, the FAA, and the airlines get rheir 900,000 ciurcnt flights is by 
squeczing the &craft operritions closer and closer together - especially in bad weather and at night. 

Property Value. Next. the:re is tbe issue of property value. Numerous studies have shown that a horn* 
adversely impaced by aircraft noise sells for a significant loss in sales price as compared, to o similar home 
nor inipacred by noise. Our homeowners are already suffering setiolis financizl loss from the current Icvcls 
of noisc at O"m. 

Wiat's  h e .  Future - u ; l l l l l n n e  ne w m e r  

me hvwn IO criusc' 

at O'Hare'? 

Your YoIe OR Novcmber 3 will deremne the future. Air traffic demand is already outsnipping the capacity 
ai O'Harc. FAA m d  the Eitato of Illinois predict that passenger demand wiil grow in coining years to B 
demad level of 1.500,CiXJ - 2.000,OOO nitcraft operatjons -up to a million morc operations than 
currently use O'Harc. 

Cnicapo and the dominant airlines at O'Hare want to stuff most of this growth into a vesrly expandzd 
OHare - adding scvcml hundred thousand mote ff ighrs each year over your homes anla rna!ung the 
problems of noise, vibration, toxic air pollution, safety risks, public healrh. ana proptny dcvaluarion mush 
worsc. To accomplish this goal. they v m t  to stuff O"are by adding new runways at O'Hare and aiso by 
iscreasing O'Hare capacity through a vwiery cf terminal and roadway cbnnges. 

1Yii;:r.q the Solution - the Wydc-.iuckson Pnrmcrship. 

Congressmen Henry Hyde md Conyessmun Jesse Jackson. Jr. - B Republican and a Democrar - ha\e 
offer& a bipsrtisiln " W I , N m v .  solution to the problem of air traff ic growth in our region. They h a w  
called for: 

1)  a ban 01: f u ~ e r  O'Hare expmion -including a ban on ncw runways -. and 

2) the far-uack consuuction of a new regional airport 10 8 w e  in partnership with a vital OHere and 
Midway. Under the  My&-Jackson proposal, the new ilirpon would be able to handle the new air traffic 
growth in an environmentally ricceptable manner through the use of large open space buffers - 
something O'Hare does not have. 

Funher. udike the proposal being put forward by Chicago, the HyarJackson proposal kccps all the 
economic benefits associared with air sraffic growth in the mebopolitan Chicago regjon. Chicago proposes 
shifting some traffic gowth - and the jobs and economic benefits - IO other ciIie6 such as Denver and 
Dallas. 
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The key officials who can pnvent &is problem from getting worse -- and solve the Currelit problems - are 
rhc new Govrmor, the new United States Senator, OUT Congressman. and slate senators and representatives 

The Governor. The Governor ha5 the power under exidring state law to prohibit construction of new 
mnxays m d  other changes designed to expand O'Karc. Conversely, &e new Governor can let !he massive 
O'Harc expansion and new O'Hare rui-nvays go forward. The 1ieXt Governor will also have the power to 
rake acrjon against the toxjc air pollulion and noise problems at 0"are .  It i s  obvious that whomever WE 

e l m  as Governor is ciitically important to your quality of life, your healrh, your safe.ty and the vnllie of 
your home. 

Gnired States Senaro:: Our United Sratcs Senalor i s  critical 10 the battle over airport expansion. If OUT 

ncxt Senator i s  beholden lo Chicago, hc or she \till work in favor of massive O'Hare expansion ard agdinsr 
a new regional airpon. Conversely. an indepcndcnt Senator will work with Congressman Hyde, 
Ccngressmm Jackson and our new Qovernor to block further O ' H w  expansion and to build the new 
reglonal airport 

. trnyessmar\. Congressinan Hydz has been a tenacious and aggressive fighter on our behalf on the lssges 
of O'Hnte expamion. He recently sing!c-handcdly defeated anempts ro hdd more rhm 6,O new S I D U  ar 
O'Hare. Congress has announced that nexT year will be the "\ku of Aviarion" in Congress. The debak 
over expansion of O'Hare and construction of a new regional airport will be at the center of the action. It is 
essential that we have a strong and knowledgeable advocate on [his issue as our Congre!;sman. 

Statc Le:islutorc. The n'ew Governor is going to have IO work with the: Legialzture IO get additiona! 
O'Harc prcirecrion laws p,med and to build the RCW airporr. Sure Senate Przsident Pete: Philip and House 
Minoriry Leader Lcc Daniels have pledged to work with tongrcssmen Hyde and Jackson to achieve [he tws 
goals of the bipartjsan h'yde-Jackson Partnership: 1) a bnn on further O'Hare exparision - including ii bar, 
nn ncw runways -and 2; )  the fasc-track consuuction of a new regional airport to serve in partnership wirh a 
Lila1 O'Hart and Midway. In Cook County. Stare Senator Mmty Butler and Representative Rose inq  
% \ l i p  havc promiscd to fight for a swong air roxics protection bill to address the uir roxica issue arnund 
O'Hare. 

Other Oillclali. I t  is i m p o m t  to remember that over 100 mayors and communities represenling bolh 
political parties - Rcp~~bli~m and Dernocrar - have cndorsed rhc goals of the b$Vtkin Hyda-Jackson 
Paxmership. Wtiilc local officials don't have the 68me &ten atarhoriry over the issues PB do federal and 
s&te officials. their voicis; count. One local candidate who has spoken out very srrong!iy in favor of thhe 
goals of the Hyde-Jackson P m e r s h i p  is Aumlia PUEinSkl, candidate for President of the Cook Couny 
Board. In DuPage Coucty. Bob SchiUersnom. randidare for Br-sident of the DuPage County Board - 
along with the members of rhe DuPage Coun!y Board -have been strong advocates of the Hyde-Jackson 
Prrtnership. 


